
 

Peter’s Story   

“It was hard getting away from gang life,  
because you want to be close to them 
and a part of them.  Once I got into the 
Peninsula Family YMCA T.E.A.C.H. 
program, I found it was nice being looked 
at as a positive instead of getting 
negative looks.  I was sick of living that 
life”, says Peter O’Dell.    

Peter was arrested for spraying gang 
related graffiti in So. San Francisco.  
Reluctantly, he joined the T.E.A.C.H. 
program at the Y as a condition of 
probation.  The T.E.A.C.H. program 
helped Peter transform his life through 
anger management sessions, tutoring, 
drug abuse prevention and sex 
education workshops.    

Peter is thrilled to have graduated 
recently from high school and plans on 
attending college this fall.    

2005 Criminal Justice Profiles from the 
State of California Department of Justice, 
reports 108 juvenile felony arrests in the 
City of San Mateo, and 890 juvenile 
felony arrests in the County of San 
Mateo. 
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A Message From Your Board Chair  

Dear Donor,  

I recently attended a meeting where the speaker made some provocative points I 
want to share with you.  Lynne Twist, the author of “The Soul of Money”, told a story 
of a donor who had very little money of her own, but gave what she had to fight world 
hunger. She told us that money is like water.   When it flows, it purifies, cleanses, 
creates growth and nourishes. When it is blocked or held too long, it can grow 
stagnant and toxic to those withholding it.  Water comes to some like a trickle and to 
others like a river. We should take and use what we need and let the rest flow.  

You, as donors to our vital community programs, have clearly thought about how you 
want to have a positive impact locally. You chose to let some of your hard-earned 
dollars flow to support this YMCA’s work and to help nourish and support other lives.  
By doing so you helped make our community stronger and safer for us all.  

You can be sure we will never take your trust and financial support for granted. We 
will continue to work as hard and as smart as we can to “build strong kids, strong 
families, and strong communities” with innovative and effective programs and 
services so that when we do come back to you again for support, we can do so with 
evidence of success. We won’t be satisfied until we know that you, without hesitation, 
will again say “yes!” to the Peninsula Family YMCA continuing in your portfolio of 
charitable contributions.   I thank you on behalf of the thousands of youth and 
families who have benefited from that support.  

Vince Siminitus, 
Chair, Board of Managers 
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